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U.S. Catholic bishops meeting in Baltimore for their annual spring assembly issued a statement affirming the Church’s teaching on the sanctity of life and the “rights of the poor and vulnerable.” The bishops reiterated the Church’s support for Catholic Charities USA and its network of Catholic Charities Family Services for the Midwest,
which operated the Center for Hope and Opportunity in Flint, Michigan, before it closed in January 2018. “We reaffirm the need for a strengthened and vibrant Catholic Charities of the Midwest, which will provide Catholic Charities Family Services on the local level with stable financial support,” they said. “We are saddened to hear about
the closing of the Center for Hope and Opportunity in Flint, Michigan,” the bishops said. “We pray for the restoration of the local Catholic Charities of the Midwest and its services, wherever they may be needed, and we urge the U.S. bishops to work in concert with local bishops and clergy to find a safe and just resolution for the people
of Flint.” The Midwest conference, which concludes on March 10, was attended by U.S. bishops and laity from every diocese in the region. “We remain steadfast in the defense of life and the rights of the poor and vulnerable,” said Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, archbishop of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
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